












Centuri/Enerjet Nike Ram (KE-1)

Parts list: Sean Lannan (selannan@yahoo.com)

The parts and measurements were taken from the 1972 Enerjet catalogue on 
the Ninefinger site. With this catalogue, the switch was made from the heavier, 
thick walled tubes previously used in Centuri's high power line to the standard 
tubes found in their model rockets. Gone were the Hustler, Lil' Hustler, Jaguar 
and Scorpion; in were a modified Nike Smoke with 'smoke' payload, the Athena (a 
modified Orion), a revamped Egg Crate, and yet another incarnation of the Aero 
Dart. Two new arrivals were the Pterodactyl parasite glider and the Nike Ram, a 
small three-finned sounding rocket.     

Airframe: The original kit used a 12.5" piece of ST13 (1.30" i.d., 1.34" 
o.d.) for the main tube and a 8" piece for the payload. Either 
Estes BT-56 or Totally Tubulars' T-56 can be used as a direct 
replacement. 

Motor Mount: Since both the Enerjet 'E' and 'F' motors were 29mm, the kit
was fitted with a 29mm mount. I don't have exact measurements, 
but judging from the diagram in the plans I would guess that a 5" 
piece of TT's T-52H should work. You can use a BT-56 coupler to 
mount the motor tube into the main airframe*. 

Nose Cone: PNC-132. Clones of this nose cone are available from Mike 
Jerauld (sp?) at: (http://www.blastfromthepastrocketry.com/) or 
Mike Schmidt at: (http://moldinoldies.rocketshoppe.com/centuri.htm).

Fins: The fins are the standard 'Nike' type fins used in the Centuri and Enerjet 
Nike Smoke kits. They were were die-cut from 1/8" balsa**. When you print out 
the pattern, the root edge and fin span should be 2.1". 

Misc: I have no information on the original launch lug, shock cord, streamer 
or balsa bulkhead other than the parts listed in the Enerjet catalogue. 
My best guesses would be: 

Launch Lug: 2" lug
Shock Cord: Way too short. Use at least 2' of your favorite material

(braided elastic or kevlar). 
Balsa Bulkhead: 1.5"
Streamer: 3" x 4' (This based on a picture in the catalogue of a 

falling Nike Ram with the streamer folded in half. )

*Personally, I think a 24mm mount might be a better choice. Even with a streamer, getting this 
one back using a D12 could be a challenge, let alone an Aerotech E15/E30 or any of their 24mm
reloads (or the new Estes E9). And if you *really*  want to fly it on a F, you can use Aerotech's new 
24mm F21.

**You may want to substitute basswood. It's a little more work to sand, but easier to get nice clean 
facets on the diamond shaped airfoil.
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